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Safe Kids North Carolina, a statewide program, led by the 

North Carolina Department of Insurance Office of State Fire 

Marshal, is reminding parents and caregivers about 

important safety tips in an effort to reduce child drownings, 

near-drownings and entrapments in swimming pools, spas 

and other bodies of water. 

“With the approach of summer break and vacation season, 

many North Carolina families will be enjoying the water at 

the pool, lake or beach,” said Insurance Commissioner Mike Causey, chair of Safe Kids North 

Carolina. “It is important for parents and caregivers to be particularly cautious and take steps to 

avoid any potential tragedies.” 

On average, there are 29 child drownings each year in North Carolina. Drowning is the leading 

cause of death for children 1-4 years of age nationally, with rates even surpassing those of 

traffic accident fatalities in recent years.  

Safe Kids North Carolina reminds parents and caregivers to take the following 

precautions:  

LOCK – Homeowners should put up a fence that is at least 4-feet high around all sides of a 

pool or spa with a locking gate that closes and latches by itself. Homeowners should cover and 

lock pools and spas when they are not using them, and also remove or lock ladders to above-

ground pools and spas when not in use.  

LOOK – Adults and caregivers must always watch children — whether the children know how 

to swim or not — when kids are in or near water without being distracted by phone calls, text 

messages, reading or talking to others. If a child is missing, look in the water first.  

LEARN – Children and adults should know how to swim. Adults should learn how to use 

rescue equipment and correctly choose and use U.S. Coast Guard-approved life jackets. 

Caregivers should learn adult and infant CPR and teach children to never swim alone or swim 

near pool or spa drains.  

For more detailed information about the water safety, go to http://www.safekids.org/water-

safety.  
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CPR/AED Awareness Week June 1st – 7th 

More than 350,000 people suffer from sudden cardiac arrest (SCA) each year and unfortunately, 

many individuals are not aware of the basic skills needed to perform Cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR) or use an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) that could help save 

lives during SCA emergencies. According to the American Heart Association (AHA), 70% of 

Americans feel helpless during cardiac emergencies from not knowing how to administer CPR 

or from fear they would be liable due to their training being significantly lapsed.  

The lack of confidence in CPR performance and the use of an AED machine is why the AHA, 

in coalition with the American Red Cross and National Safety Council, created a designated 

week to bring awareness to performing CPR and AED usage. Each year, June 1st through the 

7th spotlights how lives can be saved if more individuals make an effort to learn conventional 

CPR, how to use an AED and basic first aid. The week serves as a reminder that anyone can 

learn these lifesaving techniques and that bystanders can play an essential role in saving lives 

during a sudden cardiac emergency and increasing cardiac arrest victims’ chances by helping 

them immediately receive CPR.  

If you want to be a part of CPR and AED awareness week, the first step is to learn CPR and 

AED skills. Heartsmart offers a variety of CPR/AED training courses that are instructor-led 

classroom courses and virtual/online options so you can choose which option is best for you. 

Visit the American Heart Association for more information at  https://www.heart.org/ 
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Every year, hundreds of pets die from heat 

exhaustion because they are left in parked 

vehicles.  

The temperature inside your vehicle can rise 

almost 20º F in just 10 minutes. In 20 

minutes, it can rise almost 30º F...and the 

longer you wait, the higher it goes. At 60 

minutes, the temperature in your vehicle can be more than 40 degrees higher than 

the outside temperature. Even on a 70-degree day, that's 110 degrees inside your 

vehicle! 

Your vehicle can quickly reach a temperature that puts your pet at risk of serious 

illness and even death, even on a day that doesn't seem hot to you. And cracking the 

windows makes no difference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Disclaimer:  Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy, currency and completeness of the 

information, Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office (YCFMO) does not guarantee, warrant, represent or 

undertake that the information provided is correct, accurate or current. YCFO is not liable for any loss, claim, 

or demand arising directly or indirectly from any use or reliance upon the information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office is proud to serve the citizens of Yadkin County by promoting 
the importance of fire safety through education, inspections, and investigations. The Fire Marshal's 
Office functions under the direction of the emergency services director. 

The Fire Marshal's Office is responsible for various duties, which include: 

• County Fire Inspection Program 

• Fire / arson investigations 

• Budget preparation 

• Coordination between county government and county fire departments   

• Fire prevention programs 

• Response to emergency situations 

 

Ricky Leonard, Fire Marshal 
Phone: 336-849-7915             
Email: RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov                                                                                                         

Emergency: 9-1-1 
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