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Talking about bad things that could happen like a disaster or emergency isn’t 

always easy. We may think we’re protecting the people we love by avoiding these 

conversations, but they are important to start taking steps to get ready and stay safe.  

Starting a conversation today can help you and your family to take more actions to 

prepare. By taking simple steps, you can build your preparedness at your own pace: 

• Set aside a time when everyone is calm and relaxed.  

• It may help to hold the discussions over a set time period, so decisions aren’t 

rushed, and people feel more comfortable talking about the topic.  

• Talk about steps you’ve taken to prepare and encourage others to ask 

questions about preparedness actions that might work for them. 

 

 



 

• Assess your needs. If you have medications that need refrigeration, rely on 

mobility or assistive devices or have a pet you’ll need to understand how these 

variables will factor into what you’ll need to stay safe in a disaster or 

emergency. 

• Make a plan. Once you assess your needs, you can tailor your plans to make 

sure your needs are met. This can include building a kit that includes extra 

medication, having a way to store medications in an emergency and planning 

for your pets or service animals. If you’re an older adult or work with and 

support older adult communities visit Ready.gov/older-

adults and Ready.gov/es/adultos-mayores for resources. 

• Engage your support network. Reaching out to family, friends and neighbors 

can help you build a support network that can support you before, during and 

after a disaster or emergency. Share each aspect of your emergency plan with 

everyone in your group, including a friend or relative in another area who 

would not be impacted by the same emergency who can help if necessary. 

Make sure everyone knows how you plan to evacuate your home or workplace 

and where you will go in case of a disaster. Make sure that someone in your 

personal support network has an extra key to your home and knows where you 

keep your emergency supplies. Practice your plan with those who have agreed 

to be part of your personal support network. 

Learn more by visiting www.Ready.gov 

https://www.ready.gov/older-adults
https://www.ready.gov/older-adults
https://www.ready.gov/es/adultos-mayores
http://www.ready.gov/


 



 



 



 



 



 



Road Safety Tips During Fall Harvest 

• Slow down immediately when you see farm equipment ahead of you on the 

road. Farm equipment isn’t very fast, think 15-20 mph on the road on average 

perhaps. If you are driving 55 mph, you are covering around 80 feet per 

second; it won’t take very long to be right on top of a slow-moving vehicle. 

• Be patient and wait to safely pass farm equipment. Unsafe passing was one of 

the primary factors of a lot of our motor vehicle accidents we responded to in 

the fall. 

• Along those same lines, be careful when approaching on-coming farm 

equipment. Oncoming vehicles might not be as patient as you are and pull out 

suddenly to pass the farm equipment—right into your path. 

• Farm equipment often has to make wide turns, so be aware of that and help 

out by being patient and giving them room to turn. 

• Since some of the equipment is fairly wide, you may still have to edge out on 

the other side of the road, further than normal; even though growers are very 

good at getting over as far as they safely can to let you by. Road shoulders can 

be notoriously tricky; they are even more challenging when the ground is as 

wet. 

• Harvest seems to amplify deer movement both day and night. Watch your 

speed and scan your surroundings for them as you drive.  

 

 

 



 

Do you know anyone who has been injured or killed by 

falling from a tree stand? Sadly, chances are you do 

because falls from tree stands are the No.1 cause of 

injury and death for deer hunters. That's why it's so 

important to take precautionary measures to ensure you 

remain safe throughout your time in the stand.  

The Tree Stand Safety Awareness Foundation (TSSA) 

has designated September as Tree Stand Safety Awareness Month, since September is the month that most 

hunters start heading back to the woods to cut trails and hang stands in preparation for the hunting season.  

• In an effort to keep hunters safe this season, the TSSA has designed an educational campaign called the 

“ABC’s of Tree Stand Safety” to serve as the building blocks to the awareness campaign. If you 

perform these three simple steps, you can virtually eliminate your risk of falling to the ground, as the 

majority of falls occur outside the stand.  

• Always remove and inspect your equipment  

• Buckle on your full-body harness 

• Connect to the tree before your feet leave the ground  

http://treestandsafetyawareness.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office is proud to serve the citizens of Yadkin County by promoting 
the importance of fire safety through education, inspections, and investigations. The Fire Marshal's 
Office functions under the direction of the emergency services director. 

The Fire Marshal's Office is responsible for various duties, which include: 

• County Fire Inspection Program 

• Fire / arson investigations 

• Budget preparation 

• Coordination between county government and county fire departments   

• Fire prevention programs 

• Response to emergency situations 

 

Ricky Leonard, Fire Marshal 
Phone: 336-849-7915             
Email: RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov                                                                                                         

 

Emergency: 9-1-1 

 

Disclaimer:  Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy, currency and completeness of the 

information, Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office (YCFMO) does not guarantee, warrant, represent or 

undertake that the information provided is correct, accurate or current. YCFO is not liable for any loss, claim, 

or demand arising directly or indirectly from any use or reliance upon the information 

mailto:RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov

