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March 2-8, 2025 is Severe Weather Preparedness Week in North Carolina.   

This week the National Weather Service and the North Carolina Department of 

Public Safety are teaming up to bring this severe weather safety campaign to all of 

North Carolina’s residents.  With warmer weather quickly approaching, now is the 

time to prepare for the severe weather season.  If each North Carolina resident 

would take a few moments this week to learn about severe weather safety and 

implement a safety plan, then we would all be better off when severe thunderstorms 

and tornadoes inevitably strike our state and the likelihood of injury and fatalities 

caused by severe weather could be minimized. 

 

On Wednesday, March 5th at 9:30 AM, the National Weather Service in 

cooperation with local broadcasters will conduct a statewide tornado drill. The 

alarm test, which will come in the form of a Required Monthly Test, will activate 

the State Emergency Alert System and be carried by local radio broadcasters. Every 

school, business, and residence is encouraged to participate in this drill.  It’s really 

easy:  at 9:30 AM on Wednesday, take a few moments to practice your severe 

weather safety plan, and seek shelter for a few minutes as if a tornado was headed 

your way.  Practicing this when the weather is good will allow you to react more 

quickly when the weather turns bad.  

 For more information visit www.ReadyNC.org and the National Fire Protection 

Association at www.nfpa.org/disaster         

   

             

http://www.readync.org/
http://www.nfpa.org/disaster


 



          

           

Staying Safe During a Flood - Turn Around Don’t Drown  

Flooding is the most common natural disaster in the United States. 

Deadly flooding can happen anywhere and faster than you might expect.  

It is important to be prepared for flooding if you live in a low-lying area near a body of water, 

such as a river, stream, or culvert. You should also be wary if you live along a coastline or 

downstream from a dam, levee, or area that has been burned by wildfire. 

Protect yourself during a flood with these Ready.gov tips: 

• Turn Around, Don’t Drown! Avoid walking or driving through floodwaters. Just six (6) 

inches of moving water can knock you down. Just one (1) foot of water can sweep your 

vehicle off the roadway.  

• If there is a chance of flash flooding, move immediately to higher ground. Flash floods 

are the #1 cause of weather-related deaths in the U.S. 

• If floodwaters rise around your car but the water is not moving, abandon the car and 

move to higher ground. Do not leave the car and enter moving water. If water is rising 

inside the car, then seek refuge on the roof. 

• Avoid camping or parking along streams, rivers, and creeks during heavy rainfall. These 

areas can flood quickly with little warning. 

For more information click link https://www.ready.gov/floods 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzE1Ljg3MDUzMzIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMxNS44NzA1MzMyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTAxMTM0JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZG9sbHkuaHVsaW5AdGhvbWFzdmlsbGUtbmMuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1kb2xseS5odWxpbkB0aG9tYXN2aWxsZS1uYy5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&111&&&https://www.ready.gov/floods
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMzE1Ljg3MDUzMzIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDMxNS44NzA1MzMyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTAxMTM0JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZG9sbHkuaHVsaW5AdGhvbWFzdmlsbGUtbmMuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1kb2xseS5odWxpbkB0aG9tYXN2aWxsZS1uYy5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&112&&&http://tadd.weather.gov/
https://www.ready.gov/floods


 

 

 

National Poison Prevention 

Week March 16-22, 2025 raises 

awareness of poison prevention 

nationwide. 

 

 

During the third full week of March every year, we are reminded that some of the deadliest and 

most dangerous items in our homes are hiding in plain sight. Just take a peek under your kitchen 

sink or in your laundry room. And don’t forget to have a look inside your medicine cabinet. 

Household cleaning agents, prescription medications, pesticides, and other items can pose 

serious hazards to the health and well-being of our families and even our pets.  

Every year, America’s 55 poison centers receive millions calls, the majority of which are about 

people coming into contact with dangerous or potentially dangerous substances. The rest were 

calls for information. Visit prevention tips at www.ncpoisoncontrol.org and learn how to help 

you or your loved ones avoid poisonings. 

Operation Medicine Drop is a partnership of Safe Kids North Carolina, the Riverkeepers of 

North Carolina, NC State Bureau of Investigation, Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of North 

Carolina and local law enforcement agencies working together to encourage the public to safely 

dispose of unused, unwanted and expired medication. By providing safe and secure ways for 

people to get rid of unwanted prescription and over-the-counter medications, Operation 

Medicine Drop helps prevent accidental poisonings and drug abuse while protecting our waters. 

Permanent Drop Box Location: Yadkin County Sheriff's Office 210 East Hemlock Street , 

Yadkinville, NC 27055 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm or other NC Permanent Drop Box 

Locations at https://apps.ncdoi.net/f?p=102:2 

 

http://www.ncpoisoncontrol.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=210%20East%20Hemlock%20Street%20,%20Yadkinville,%20NC%20%20%2027055
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=210%20East%20Hemlock%20Street%20,%20Yadkinville,%20NC%20%20%2027055
https://apps.ncdoi.net/f?p=102:2




 



 

Distracted driving has become a deadly epidemic on our roads. 
Cell phone use — specifically, texting, talking, and social media 
use — has become the most common distraction. Other risky 
actions include adjusting the radio or GPS, applying makeup, 
eating and drinking. By driving distracted, you’re robbing 
yourself of seconds that you may need to avoid a close call or 
deadly crash. 

 

Drive Responsibly 

In 2022, distracted driving killed 3,308 people.  April, which is national Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month, is a good time to regroup and take responsibility for the choices we make when we’re on the 
road. Follow these safety tips for a safe ride:  

• Need to send a text? Pull over and park your car in a safe location. 
• Designate your passenger as your “designated texter” to respond to calls or messages. 
• Do not scroll through apps while driving. Struggling not to text and drive? Put the cell phone in 

the trunk, glove box, or back seat of the vehicle until you arrive at your destination. 

The Consequences 

During a portion of Distracted Driving Awareness Month, from April 4 through 8, you may see 
increased law enforcement on the roadways as part of the national paid media campaign                 
Put the Phone Away or Pay. This campaign reminds drivers of the deadly dangers and the legal 
consequences – including fines – of texting behind the wheel. 

Take Action 

• Remind your friends and family: If you’re in the driver’s seat, it’s the only thing you should be 
doing. No distractions.  

• If your driver is texting or otherwise distracted, tell them to stop and focus on the road. 
• Ask your friends to join you in pledging not to drive distracted. You could save a life. Share 

your pledge on social media to spread the word — #JustDrive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/node/2091
https://www.nhtsa.gov/node/39921
https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/distracted-driving#take-pledge


 



 
 
Statewide Wild Turkey Season Opens in 

North Carolina  

on April 12 

 

As we prepare our gear for the season, it’s always a good idea to talk safety. If you are planning 

to take a new or seasoned hunter into the field this year, or if you are going alone, safety should 

be your first priority.   

Ten Safety Tips for Spring Hunting 

• Treat all firearms as if they are loaded. 

• Always keep your gun's muzzle pointed in a safe direction, never toward a person. 

• Never put your finger on the trigger until you are ready to shoot. 

• Identify your target and verify beyond your target before shooting. 

• Anyone shooting or near a shooter should wear hearing and eye protection. 

• Never climb or jump with a gun. You can't control the direction of the muzzle if you 

stumble or fall. Unload and safely lay the gun down or hand it to your hunting buddy if 

you must climb or jump. Use the same procedure when crossing over or under fences, 

trees or other obstructions.  

• Keep the muzzle clear. Never let anything obstruct the muzzle of a gun or allow it to 

come in contact with the ground. 

• When you finish shooting, put the trigger safety in the "on" position and unload the gun. 

• Never run with a loaded gun to retrieve your downed bird. 

• Never wear the colors red, white or blue. Use total camouflage and sit against a large tree 

or rock wide enough and tall enough to shield you from hunters approaching from 

behind. 

And as a bonus, for those hunting public land in particular, if another hunter approaches your 

setup, call out in a loud, clear voice. Make sure your presence is acknowledged before you 

move. Never wave to alert another hunter of your presence. 

Spring turkey season is an exciting time of year. We hope you accomplish all of your spring 

hunting goals and stay safe.  

Anyone who witnesses suspicious activity such as poaching or baiting may be eligible to 

receive a reward (up to $1,000) by reporting information that leads to a conviction to the Turn-

In-Poachers program. For information on eligible violations and to learn how to submit a tip, 

visit ncwildlife.org/wildtip.  

For regulations and restrictions on turkey hunting, including information on youth season, refer 

to the Fishing, Hunting & Trapping Regulations | NC Wildlife 

https://www.ncwildlife.org/wildtip
https://www.ncwildlife.org/hunting/fishing-hunting-trapping-regulations


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office is proud to serve the citizens of Yadkin County by promoting 
the importance of fire safety through education, inspections, and investigations. The Fire Marshal's 
Office functions under the direction of the emergency services director. 

The Fire Marshal's Office is responsible for various duties, which include: 

• County Fire Inspection Program 

• Fire / arson investigations 

• Budget preparation 

• Coordination between county government and county fire departments   

• Fire prevention programs 

• Response to emergency situations 

 

Ricky Leonard, Fire Marshal 
Phone: 336-849-7915             
Email: RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov                                                                                                         

 

Emergency: 9-1-1 

 

 

 
 

 

Disclaimer:  Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy, currency and completeness of the information, Yadkin 

County Fire Marshal's Office (YCFMO) does not guarantee, warrant, represent or undertake that the information provided is 

correct, accurate or current. YCFO is not liable for any loss, claim, or demand arising directly or indirectly from any use or 

reliance upon the information. 

 

mailto:RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov

