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The Yadkin County Fire Marshals Office is teaming up with
NFPA to promote this year's Fire Prevention Week, October
5-11, Charge Into Fire Safety: Lithium-Ion Batteries in Your
Home. 
Help us spread this word about making smart choices when it 
comes to buying, charging, and recycling lithium-ion batteries--
because the wrong move can lead to a fire. For more info: 
fpw.org
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Anything with lithium-ion battery--phones, laptops, e-bikes, power tools--can become a fire hazard
if it's not charged safely. Always use the charger that came with the device or one approved by
the manufacturer. If the cord only works when you bend it just right, it's time to replace it. 
Before you buy anything with a lithium-ion battery, do your homework. Check the packaging and
product for a mark from a nationally recognized testing lab--that stamp means it meets real safety
standards. A lot of products sold online and in stores don't, and that can seriously increase your risk
of fire.
Charge any lithium-ion battery device on a hard surface--never on your bed, couch, or under
a pillow. And don't overcharge. Once it's at 100%, unplug and move on. 


djames
Typewritten Text

djames
Typewritten Text

djames
Typewritten Text



 

of a home fire escape plan. When there is 
a fire, smoke spreads fast. Working smoke 
alarms give you early warning so you can 
get outside quickly. 

SAFETY TIPS 
• Install smoke alarms in every bedroom. They should 

also be outside each sleeping area and on every 
level ofthe home. Install alarms in the basement. 

• Large homes may need extra smoke alarms. 

• It is best to use interconnected smoke alarms. 
When one smoke alarm sounds, they all sound. 

• Test all smoke alarms at least once a month. 
Press the test button to be sure the alarm is working. 

• Current alarms on the market employ different types 
of technology including multi-sensing, which could 
include smoke and carbon monoxide combined. 

• Today's smoke alarms will be more technologically 
advanced to respond to a multitude of fire 
conditions, yet mitigate false alarms. 

• A smoke alarm should be on the ceiling or high 
on a wall. Keep smoke alarms away from the 
kitchen to reduce false alarms. They should be 
at least 10 feet (3 meters) from the stove. 

• People who are hard-of-hearing or deaf can use 
special alarms. These alarms have strobe lights 
and bed shakers. 

• Replace all smoke alarms when they are 10 
years old. 

[i.] 
NFPJC 

NATIONAL FIRE 
PROTECT ION ASSOCIATION 
Th<! leading infonnation and knowledge resource 
on fire. electrical and related hazards 

FACTS 
CD A closed door may slow 

the spread of smoke, heat, 
and fire. 

CD Smoke alarms should be 
installed inside every sleeping 
room, outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on every 
level. Smoke alarms should 
be connected so when one 
sounds, they al l sound. Most 
homes do not have this level 
of protection. 

CD Roughly 3 out of 5 fire deaths 
happen in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working 
smoke alarms. 

nfpa.org/ education ©NFPA 2018 



 

Working smoke alarms 
save lives. However, 
people who are deaf or 
hard of hearing may not 
be able to depend on the 
traditional smoke alarm 
to alert them to a fire. 

Install smoke alarms in every bedroom. They should also be outside each 
sleeping area and on every level of the home. For added safety, interconnect 
all the smoke alarms. If one sounds, they all sound. This gives people more 
time to escape. 
SAFETY TIPS 
• Smoke alarms and alert devices are available for 

people who are deaf or hard of hearing . 

• Strobe lights flash when the smoke alarm sounds. 
The lights warn people of a possible fire. 

• When people who are deaf are asleep, a pillow or 
bed shaker can wake them so t hey can escape. The 
shaker is activated by the sound of a smoke alarm. 

• When people who are hard of hearing are asleep, 
an alert device that uses a loud, mixed, low-pitched 
sound can wake them. They may find a pillow or bed 
shaker helpful. These devices are triggered by the 
sound of the smoke alarm. 

• Research the products and select the ones that best 
meet your needs. 

WHERE TO FIND EQUIPMENT 
Search home improvement store websites or use a 
general search engine to look for strobe light smoke 
alarms. BRK/First Alert, Gentex, and Kidde brands offer 
this type of smoke alarm. Find smoke alarm accessories 
such as pillow or bed shakers, transmitters, and 
receivers at lifetonesafety.com, safeawake.com and 
silent call.com. Choose devices that have the label of a 
recognized testing laboratory. 

[i.] 
NFPA 

NATIONAL FIRE 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
The leading lntormatiM and knowledge resource 
on fire. electrical and related hazards 

FACT 
Home fire sprinklers keep fires 
small. This gives people more 

time to escape in a fire. 

• nfpa.org/disabilities nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2017 
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0 Draw a map of your home. Show all doors and windows. 

0 Visit each room. find two ways out. 

0 All windows and doors should open easily. You should be able to use them to get outside. 

0 Make sure your home has smoke alarms. Push the test button to make sure each alarm is working. 

0 Pick a meeting place outside. It should be in front of your home. Everyone will meet at the 
meeting place. 

0 Make sure your house or building number can be seen from the street. 

0 Talk about your plan with everyone in your home. 

0 Learn the emergency phone number for your fire department. 

0 Practice your home fire drill! 

0 Make your own home fire escape plan using the grid provided on page 2. 
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Memorize your fire department's emergency phone number 
aoo wme it here: 

·-

• Draw a floor plan or a map of your home. Show all doors and windows. 
• Mark two ways out of each room. 
• Mark all of the smoke alarms with@. Smoke alarms should be in each 

sleeping room, outside each sleeping area. and on every level of the home. 
• Pick a family meeting place outside where everyone can meet. 
• Remember, practice your plan at least twice a year! 

Grown-ups: Children don't always wake up when the smoke alarm sounds. Know what your child will do before a fire occurs. 
Gilt more information on smoke alarms and escape planning at nfpa.org/factsheets. 

Sp.rty' IS a trademonof Hf'Pio NFPA 2019 
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m When choosing a costume, stay away from long trailing 
fabric. If your child is wearing a mask, make sure the eye 
holes are large enough so he or she can see out. 

m Provide children with flashlights to carry for lighting or 
glow sticks as part of their costume. 

m Dried flowers, cornstalks and crepe paper catch fire 
easily. Keep all decorations away from open flames 
and other heat sources like light bulbs and heaters. 

m Use a battery-operated candle or glow-stick in jack-o­
lanterns. If you use a real candle, use extreme caution. 
Make sure children are watched at all times when 
candles are lit. When lighting candles inside jack-o­
lanterns, use long, fireplace-style matches or a utility 
lighter. Be sure to place lit pumpkins well away from 
anything that can burn and far enough out of the way 
of trick-or-treaters, doorsteps, walkways and yards. 

m Remember to keep exits clear of decorations, so 
nothing blocks escape routes. 

m Make sure all smoke alarms in the home are working. 

m Tell children to stay away from open flames including 
jack-o-lanterns with candles in them. Be sure they know 
how to stop, drop and roll iftheir clothing catches fire. 
(Have them practice, stopping immediately, dropping 
to the ground, covering their face with hands, and 
rolling over and over to put the flames out.) 

NATIONAL FIRE 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 
The leading Information aod knowledge resoorce 
on fire, electrical and related hazards 

nfpa.org/ education ©NFPA 2019 

If your ch:ildren are going to 
Halloween parties at others' 
homes, have them look for 
ways out of the home and plan 
how they would get out in an 
emergency. 

Diii you linow!? 

• 
I ~ 
~ -.. . .. 

I • • ! ,; : ' • ...;. ". -.. -. 

Decorations are the first thing 
to ignite in roughly 800 

reported home fires each year. 
More than one-third of these 

fires were started by a candle. 

• 



With harvest season getting underway across North Carolina and Yadkin County, 

more heavy farm equipment is going to be out on the same roads as vehicle 

traffic, going from field to field, dramatically increasing the odds for accidents. 

“No farmer driving down the road wants to create a traffic jam, so we all need to 

be patient and cautious of one another,” Fire Marshal Leonard said. “Whether it’s 

the farmer driving the tractor or the combine, or the person in a vehicle, we all 

need to recognize that everyone has to go down these same roads as safely as 

possible so we can all come home to our loved ones.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office is proud to serve the citizens of Yadkin County by promoting 
the importance of fire safety through education, inspections, and investigations. The Fire Marshal's 
Office functions under the direction of the emergency services director. 

The Fire Marshal's Office is responsible for various duties, which include: 

• County Fire Inspection Program 

• Fire / arson investigations 

• Budget preparation 

• Coordination between county government and county fire departments   

• Fire prevention programs 

• Response to emergency situations 

 

Ricky Leonard, Fire Marshal 
Phone: 336-849-7915             
Email: RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov                                                                                                         

 

Emergency: 9-1-1 

 

 

Disclaimer:  Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy, currency and completeness of the 

information, Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office (YCFMO) does not guarantee, warrant, represent or 

undertake that the information provided is correct, accurate or current. YCFO is not liable for any loss, claim, 

or demand arising directly or indirectly from any use or reliance upon the information 

mailto:RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov



